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| Lay Confraternities in Early Modern Japan Workshops

Foreign Languages Section, Institute of Liberal Arts

In the 2024 Fall semester | organized three
workshops in connection to my research project
'Laity in the Early Modern Japanese Mission:
Confraternities and Missionary Rivalry' (KAKEN
20K13157 2020-2024). It was the first event that |
organized at Tokyo Science, so it was a very good
opportunity to meet new scholars and reconnect
with colleagues in the field of Kirishitan Studies
based in the Kanto region.

WORKSHOP @

Limits of the Misericordia in Japan

Friday 25 October 2024 15:30-17:30h

Dr. Rébmulo da Silva Ehalt, Max Planck Institute for
Legal History and Theory

WORKSHOP @

Women and Confraternities

Friday 29 November 2024 15:30-17:30h

Prof. Haruko Nawata Ward, Columbia Theological
Seminary

WORKSHOP ®

Indulgences and Confraternities

Friday 24 January 24 2025 15:30-17:30h

Prof. Emi Kishimoto, Osaka University

Prof. Yoshimi Orii, Keio University

Dr. Carla Tronu Montane, Institute of Science Tokyo

The first workshop was a face-to-face
discussion session about a book chapter recently
published by Dr Ehalt about Misericordia
brotherhoods in Japan, which had been circulated
in advance. After a brief introduction by the speaker
on the reasons for writing it and the problems he
perceives in the study of confraternities in the field
of- Portuguese Imperial History, participants had a
very lively and fruitful discussion.

In the second session, Prof Nawata Ward
gave a very generous and extensive lecture bringing
together an impressive array of historical data:
primary sources’ quotes and images related to

Associate Professor Carla TRONU MONTANE

rules, types of confraternities. She also introduced
seven Japanese women who were involved in a
way or another with the Japanese confraternities,
as foundresses or active members of the female
branches of the main confraternities, and all
participants had a chance to make questions or
comments.

In the third session, Prof Kishimoto introduced
two prints connected to the indulgences granted
to the Confraternity of the Rosary, which have
been recently identified at the Library of Studies
and Heritage of Toulouse (France). She also
introduced some of the teachings on indulgences
in several Kirishitanban and manuscripts. After that,
| contextualized the prints within the missionary
dispute between the Jesuits and the mendicants
in Japan and presented a preliminary analysis
of the print in Spanish. Then, Prof Orii, as the
commentator, made some final remarks on the
relevance of these documents from the point of view
of history of thought and opened the discussion to
the floor.

| found specially inspiring the fact that in each
session 'new' categories or typologies for Japanese
confraternities were presented. While Dr Ehalt's
main argument was that Japanese misericordias
substantially differed from other misericordias across
the territories under Portuguese influence, he also
classified Japanese misericordias according to their
size, differentiating between small misericordias
(mainly with four members who took care of the
community in the absence of priests) and large
misericordias (with 50 members or more who
carried out social work in cities like Yamaguchi,
Funai or Nagasaki). Prof. Nawata Ward, after
bringing attention on how previous scholarship had
identified gender inclusive and gender segregated
confraternities, suggested a distinction between
two different kinds of confraternities, depending
on the focus on either spiritual or physical 'deeds
of mercy'. On my part, | brought attention to the
existence of a specific kind of confraternities
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which supported specific churches economically
in Nagasaki, and proposed a distinction between
confraternities with or without indulgences. This
variety of approaches to categorization, far from a
disagreement, is proof that this is a complex topic
and that there is still a lot to say about Christian
confraternities in early modern Japan.

All sessions took place in the Meeting Room
812 of the West Building 3 (8th Floor) of the
Institute of Science Tokyo Ookayama Campus.
The first workshop was only presential, but the
second and third sessions were hybrid events,
with participants from Japan and abroad. We made
the most of this post-pandemic era, in which we
can enjoy the warmth and agility of presential
meetings again, while being able to include via
Zoom participants who cannot come to the campus.
We are very grateful to the staff of the Foreign
Languages Section, Ms Kondo and Mr Otake,
for their unvaluable help regarding logistics and
technicalities, to our colleagues in Europe, who
participated in our events early in their morning,
as well as to the academics and the postgraduate
students who came to our campus. It is a pleasure
to bring together such a diverse community
of scholars, including senior as well as young
researchers of different nationalities, ethnicity, and
gender. These workshops, by providing a space to
exchange ideas in English, are a small contribution
to the internationalization of Japanese scholarship
on Kirishitan Studies. In gratefulness, | am looking
forward to further opportunities to continue our
dialogue and strengthen our network.
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My name is Carla TRONU MONTANE,
and | am a new Spanish teacher at the Foreign
Languages Section. | have two surnames, because
in Spain, Portugal and Latin America the rule is
to use both the father’s and mother’s surnames. |
am a Catalan-Spanish bilingual, born and raised
in Barcelona. | studied French and English since
elementary school, and German and Japanese when
| became a university student. | am interested in
foreign languages and intercultural communication,
so | feel at home in the multilingual environment of
the Foreign Language Section.

| was appointed to the Tokyo Institute of
Technology in April 2024 and six months later we
merged with the Medical and Dental University,
so in the blink of an eye, the business cards that
| received in April were history. Before | could get
used to the rules, | was facing new changes, but
thanks to the generous support of the staff and
faculty, | have been able to carry out my duties. |
would like to express my gratitude to all who have
helped me.

Before taking up this post, | taught Japanese
history, Japanese religion, multiculturality and
Spanish culture and language at several universities,
including the University of London, the Autonomous
University of Madrid, Doshisha University, and
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Kansai Gaidai University. Currently, in addition to
teaching Spanish as a second foreign language, |
collaborate in two liberal arts courses: 'Invitation to
Foreign Languages’ for undergraduates, and 'Cross-
border liberal arts course' for graduate students.
| believe that Spanish courses (and any foreign
language courses), are an opportunity to acquire
intercultural literacy and communication skills. |
hope that my classes at the Institute of Liberal Arts
are useful for students to develop their skills to
navigate diversity, multiculturalism, and intercultural
exchange, which are crucial in today's global
society.

My research focuses in the first encounter
between Japan and Europe in the early modern
period, from a multidisciplinary point of view
including religious studies, history, and literature.
More specifically, my research topic is the early
modern Catholic mission in Japan under the
patronage of Portugal and Spain. | have explored the
transformation of the 'sacred space' in Nagasaki port
city (which was born as a Portuguese trading port
and 'Christian town'), the publications in Japanese,
Latin, and Portuguese by the Jesuit Printing Press
in Japan called Kirishitanban, and the canonization
processes of the early modern 'martyrs' of Japan.
My current research project is on lay confraternities
and the missionary rivalry between the Jesuits and
the mendicant orders active in Japan.

After living in the Kansai area for 10 years,
| have recently moved to the Kanto region for
the first time, and a new world is opening before
my eyes with new landscapes, new tastes, and
new intonations. When | unconsciously use the
Kansai dialect, or when | speak Catalan with a
part-time lecturer specialist in Catalan literature,
| think everyone is surprised, but | am very happy
and grateful to be able to keep the diversity of my
identity alive. This year, since we are still in the
post-COVID period, meetings are mostly via Zoom
and there are many colleagues and staff that | have
not been able to meet yet, so | am looking forward
to making new acquaintances in the future.
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